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By NicHovas Basse, Efq; 





NUMBER I. 





SATURDAY, March 20, 1756, 





If Folly grows romantic, I muft paint it. 


Pope. 


ARLE NYY Neighbour Mr. Aimwell, whofe ad- 
ge 948) monitions I mention’d in my laft Paper, 
z has a very agreeable daughter about 
eighteen. She is a tall, fprightly, well- 
made, fenfible, good-humoured, and 

worthy girl; but too fond of drefiing 
afhionably, keeping fafhionable hours, and purfuing 
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fafhionable diverfions: in fhort, of being thought a very 
fine Lady in every refpeét.. Her Father doats on her to 
diftraction, becaufe- fhe is the picture of an amiable wife 

. & whom 
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whom he buried fome years ago, and though not quite 
blind to her foibles, is loth to tell her what he thinks 
of them, for fear he thould by fo doing leffen her af- 
fection for him, and render her obliging behaviour to 
him rather the effect of duty than of inclination, As 


there has. fubfifted an intimacy between us, ever fince 
our boyifh days, he leaves her almoft entirely to my 
- management, and humoroufly calls me her Guardian, 





I called on my Friend laft morning, and 
found him unufually thoughtful. I afk’d him the caufe 
of his thoughtfulnefs? this was his reply: ‘ I cannot 
help being anxious about Harriot; fhe iss I am fare, 
a‘ well-meaning girl, but I am not fatisfied with her 
female companions; fhe is too intimate with fome of 
them; but I love her fo much that I know not how 


to forbid her to keep up the acquaintance, and there- 


fore with you, my good Friend, would obferve her 


conduct. She is going to the play to night with two 
or three women of fpirit, as fhe calls them, who will, 


I doubt, make her as fantaftical as themfelves. — But 


hufh — I hear her voice —- Here the arrival of the lively 
Harriot prevented her father from going on, She en- 
ter’d the room with a graceful air, and thus accofted 
me. Your very humble fervant, Mr. Bassre; I con- 
gratulate you on being in print; though I really think 
it prepofterous for a man at your time of life to turn 
Author. ’Tis like an old matd’s marrying a young fel- 
low, or a wrinkled matron’s wearing pink ribbons, But 
you old Batchelors have the oddeft ways. However, 
raillery apart, I hope you will meet with fuccefs in 
your new undertaking. How did your firft number 
go off? “Tis impoflible, faid I, for an Author to know 
whether he fhall meet with encouragement from the 
Town, by the fale of his firft Paper. But Pll tell you 
more of the matter by and by, for I propofe to fpend 


the evening with your Papa. O dear Mr. Basste, 
faid 
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faid fhe, I am glad you will come and chat with my 
Papa, becaufe I am engaged: for Mifs Giddy is to in- 
troduce me to Lady Charlotte Whirligig, who is to take 
me to the Play, —- Pthaw, cried I with .an. affected 
peevifhnefs, what fignifies your. engagement with that 
mad-cap? OQ! there’s more depends upon it, faid fhe, 
than you imagine, Sir: for Lady Charlotte’s acquaint- 
ance will be of infinite fervice to me. But be that as 
it will, the party’s made, and I mu/? go, —With thefe 
words fhe quitted the room. As I found that my 
Friend’s thoughtfulnefs was increafed by his daughter’s 
animated fpeech, I fpoke to him thus: ‘ Don’t make 
yourfelf uneafy about her; I am going alfo to 
and will place myfelf commodioufly enough to fee 
how my Ward behaves when fhe imagines fhe is out 
of the reach of our watchful eyes.” He approved 
of my fcheme.-—I have no doubts, faid he, of Har- 
riot’s difcretion in points of confequence, but in trifles, 
I think, the may be deceived, efpecially when under the 
tuition of Lady Charlotte, whofe manners. ought not to 
be copied by my girl: for though her Ladyfhip cannot 
be called a vicious woman, fhe makes herfelf hourly 
ridiculous by acting like a very filly one, 





As I chufe to be feated conveniently at the Play- 
houfe, and to look about me before the curtain is 
drawn up, I went thither at half an hour after five, 
I turn’d my eye frequently towards the box in which 
I faw Lady Char/otte’s livery, and when it was fix by 
my watch, expected with impatience to fee the dear 
creatures make their public entry. But I expected in 
vain. Another half hour flipt away, but no Harrict: 
at laft, juft at feven o'clock, when — was in. the 
midft of a very interefting fcene, in bounced Lady 
Charlotte, Mifs Giddy, and Milfs Aimwell. The two firft 
Ladies fidgetted up and down near a quarter of an hour, 
before they could place themfelves to advantage, that is 

make 
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make themfelves confpicuous; but I had the fatisfaétion 
to obferve that Harriot enter’d the box with a becoming 
dignity, and feated herfelf in a fhort time, without af- 
fuming any coquettifh airs. I alfo took notice with 
great pleafure, that ber neck was ornamented with a 
handkerchief, (if the Ladies will permit me to ufe the 
éxpreflion) while thofe of her companions were . quite 
bare. There was indeed a beautiful fimplicity in Har- 
riot’s drefs throughout, but Lady Charlotte, and Mifs 
Giddy, were glaringly decorated with jewels and rib- 
bons, toys and trinkets, from head to foot. When they 
had thoroughly engroffed the attention of the houfe, I 
was in hopes they would have condefcended to liften to 
the play: but I foon found they made not their ap- 
pearance there with fo vulgar, fo abfurd an intention. 
Lady Charlotte, laying her two elbows on the edge of 
the box, began to chatter away with fo much fluency, 
and fo loudly, and accompanied her words with fo 
many convulfive motions in her head, neck and eyes, 
and fo many burfts of laughter, that two thirds of the 
audience rofe up and hifs’d their diflike to fuch ill. 
timed merriment, fuch unfeafonable levity. Harriot be- 
haved very decently for fome time, and only fmiled 
now and then, juft enough to difplay a few pretty 
dimples and a fine fet of teeth, but at length talk’d 
as faft, and laugh’d as loudly as her Lady/hip and Mifs 
Giddy. 


I have already told the Public that I am of an in- 
quifitive difpofition, my Readers therefore will not be 
furprized to hear me fay I quitted my feat, went round 
the houfe and placed myfelf in their box, juft behind 
them, in order to difcover the occafion of fuch immo- 
derate mirth, when one of the moft affecting fcenes, 
that was ever penn’d by a dramatic poet, was repre- 
fenting in the moft pathetic manner. The fubject of 


their converfation was, to my great furprize, decency. 
Har riot, 
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Harriot; 1 found, had been afhamed of her behaviour, 
and had blamed Lady Charlotte and Mifs Giddy for 
being the caufe of it; for the latter faid, Do you hear 
her, Lady Charlotte, fhe is correcting me for laughifig. 
—— Why you. fee, faid Harriet, that you have drawn 
the cyes of the houfe upon us, And what do you 
think we come here for, Child, faid Mifs Giddy, but 
to be look’d. at? I fwear you are a downright Prude. 
— What,, do.you imagine Mis :mwell, faid Eady Char- 
lotte, that. I ever come to mind a play; no, no, my 
dear, women of fafhion have other things in their heads, 
I ailure you. —But you'll know better by and by; you'll 
be one of us in time, I -warrant. Well, I protett, 
there’s Lord Raftle, and Billy Simper juft come into the 
ftage-box. My Lord is dreft moft enchantingly to night, 
and Bzl/y looks very degagée.. Do they fee us, faid Mits 
Giddy ? I fancy not, replied her Ladyfhip, but I'll make 
them prefently —Why you wont fcream out to them 
fue, faid fhe?. No, faid my Lady, why not pray ? — 
but I can do better than that. Let ws change: places: 
that will make a charming fufi, put out the actors, and 
difturb dic audience; and then when they fee every 
body look this way, they'll follow the crowd. — Here 
Giddy, the houfe is fo warm to night —do, ftand up, 
and Jet me come before you. When Lady Charlotte 
had uttered thefe words, up fhe ftarted with great agi- 
lity, be endeavoured to pals by Mifs Giddy, who, i 
rifing, contrived to fhew her perfon to the greateft “4. 
vantage, and would have prevailed on her Ladyfhip to 
vo behind her: but an oppolition being made from the 
fame motive, a violent ftruggle enfued, which re-alarm’d 
the audience, difcompofed the actors, and extorted fuch 
difcordant founds from all paris, that they were obliged 
to give up the conteft. They flump’d down on their 
feats again, fhook their hoops over the heads in the pit, 
and feemed to be violently agitated by feveral torment- 
ing pafiions, Harric/, to my great comfort, was not a 
D bufy- 
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bufy-body on this occafion, fhe had only her handker- 
chief rumpled by Mifs Giddy’s petticoat, and a patch, 
which in fpite of all my rhetoric fhe wii] ftick near her 
left eye, rubbed off by one wing of Lady Charlotte's im- 
menfe hoop. This fcufle fretted me fo much, (for I 
had pleafed myfelf with the hopes of :feeing ex- 
cellently performed) that I retired in a peevifh humour 
to my lodgings, and did not fay, good night, fweet- 
heart, to my Landlady’s maid, according to. cuftom, 
when I took my candle from her and went to my bed- 
chamber. 





I vifited Harriot the next morning, and rallied her 
very feverely before her Father, for behaving fo indif- 
creetly ; and fet forth the unfeafonable levity of her 
companions in the ftrongeft colours. She feemed to be 
thoroughly convinced that fhe had acted abfurdly, and 
promifed to conduét herfelf in a more becoming manner. 
But I begin to fear I fhall have a great deal of trouble 


with her. 


LONDON: 
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